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The NW&DFHG 2011-2012 Member of the Year. 
 
It makes me feel good to see our Group recognise 
the efforts of some of its members and volunteers. 
This year we also had the sad task of thanking a 
couple of our friends for all they had contributed to 
the NW&DFHG as they    resigned from committee 
and VIP    positions. On a happy note Wendy      
Eldridge is this year's winner of  the Member of the 
Year Award.   Wendy joined our little group in 2008 
and has been a living resource ever since. Wendy 
has been involved with our  Research room as   
manager, Research Room duty, drawing up the  
Research Room Duty Roster, training duty         
volunteers and recently helping with indexing for 
the Casey Cardinia collection. Wendy has hosted 2 
Library Volunteer mornings where almost all of the 
Research Room volunteers have met for a coffee 
and discussed issues regarding the Research Room 

and duty.  

These mornings 
have been a great 
forum for those who do duty to catch up. 
Again this year Wendy and Jenny Hayes have 
arranged another family history expo. With 
help from a small group, there has been a 
huge amount of effort put into advertising, 
sponsorship and layout.     

Congratulations Wendy on your award. 

 

Di Christensen 
and Shirley       

Peterson have resigned from VIP positions that each 
have held for quite a number of years.  Unfortunately 
Wendy Brock resigned as Membership Secretary and 
Wendy Goodwin resigned as President. A big Thank 
You to all of you for  your efforts. We still have a      
vacancy for the Victorian Association of Family History 

Organisations  Representative 
and an Away Days  

coordinator.  

If you would like to know more 
about these positions please  
contact a committee member. 
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Location:  

Narre Warren Branch Library, Overland Drive, Fountain Gate Vic 3805. 

Meetings:    

Narre Warren Library Meeting Room. Entry Cost $3.00 

October - April:  7.30pm 2nd Wednesday of the month (except January).   

May - September: 2 pm  2nd Saturday of the month.  

Membership:   

Single $30 + $5 joining fee, Joint $ 45 + $5 joining fee. Payable 1st July each year. Casual visitors 
$5.00 per day.  We have a large collection of books, maps, microfiche, CDs and journals from all 
over the world available to our members and visitors.  

Opening Hours for Research:   

Tuesday 11am to 3pm,  Saturday 11 am to 3pm, (Room closes at 2 pm on Saturdays of our Gen-
eral Meeting) 

Thursday 7pm to 9pm (From October to April), Sunday 2pm to 4pm (From May to September). 

Research Queries:  

We offer a research service for those unable to visit our Research Room personally, but please note 
that we can only research our own holdings and those of the local municipal libraries. The cost for 
this service is $15.00 per hour plus photocopying expenses. All research queries can be sent to the 
Research Officer at the above address or email:   

 research.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Family History Research Room 

President   Lynne Bradley   president@nwfhg.org.au 

Vice President   Rex McFarlane  vice.president@nwfhg.org.au 

Treasurer   Jenny Hayes   treasurer@nwfhg.org.au 

Minute Secretary   Eileen Durdin   minutes.secretary@nwfhg.org.au 

Correspondence Secretary  Fay McCoubrie  correspondence@nwfhg.org.au 

IT Officer   Paul Stevenson  it.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Librarian   Jane Rivett-Carnac  librarian@nwfhg.org.au 

Membership Officer   Kerryn Maxwell   membership.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Newsletter Editor   Lyne McGregor  newsletter.editor@nwfhg.org.au 

Publicity Officer   Anne Blair    publicity.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Research Room Manager   Wendy Eldridge  research.room.mgr@nwfhg.org.au 

 Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc 

P.O. Box 149, Narre Warren Vic 3805 

http://www.nwfhg.org.au/ Email: president@nwfhg.org.au Phone: (03 8787 5558) 

Committee Members 

The Narre Warren & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the assistance of 
the Casey – Cardinia Library Corporation and City of Casey in allowing us the use of facilities 
at the Narre Warren  Library. 
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President’s Report 
I am very excited to be back at the helm again. I hope there’s not too many of you groaning right now! 

Two of the three Wendies have retired from the Committee and we do have to thank them both for every-
thing they have done for the Group, which is a lot. We welcome Anne Blair and Kerryn Maxwell to the 
ranks and on a personal note, I say thank you to all the returning committee members for coming back 
at least one more time! 

We’ve got a busy time ahead with the Expo, Seniors Week, Cranbourne Cemetery Tour and a couple of 
Away Days sprinkled into the mix. I am sure it will all be great fun and I am looking forward to it all im-
mensely, I hope that you are too. 

While I might be at the helm, it’s the crew (your committee) who chart the course and the passengers 
(you, the members) along with the crew who decide where we’re going. I encourage every member to par-
ticipate in some way whether it be ‘doing duty’, helping at the Expo, serving on the committee, sizzling 
sausages or any of the countless other ways in which you could become more involved. I can almost 
guarantee that you will get back much more than your initial investment of time. 

I also encourage members to share any problems or thoughts with me, believe it or not, sometimes I can 
listen too! But, I can’t help or fix anything if I’m not aware of a need or problem. 

Lastly, Kudos to the two volunteers recently doing duty who got into trouble from an irate member of the 
public for the inaccuracies in an article not written by us, and in fact not published by us either. These 
ladies lost neither their cool nor their heads and systematically worked through the problem and the per-
son concerned left feeling happy with problem sorted! Doing duty is like a box of chocolates – you never 
know what you’re going to get, sweet ones, hard ones, soft ones and ones with nuts. 

Lynne Bradley 

Seniors Week Events 
The Group will once again be offering a program to celebrate Seniors Week in October. 

There will be two Beginners Workshops held in the Research Room: 

Monday, October 8 2012 10.00am to 12.00 noon 

and 

Thursday, October 11 2012 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

Cost of each event:  $10.00 

These will be two stand alone workshops, so attendance will only be required for one session. 

There will also be a free assisted research session for Seniors, also in the Research Room, on Wednesday 
October 10 between 11.00am and 3.00pm. 

As numbers are limited bookings will be required for all of these events. 

Enquiries and bookings should be directed to Wendy Brock on 9705 1226. 

If you know of anyone who is hesitant about starting their search, or doesn’t know where to start, send 
them in our direction. We’d love to have them join us. 

Wendy Brock 

 

VIP Positions 
Away Days Coordinator—Position Vacant 

Casey Cardinia Officer—Eileen Durdin 

Casey Cardinia Local History Reference Group Representatives—Lynne Bradley & Wendy Brock 

Door Officer - Rex McFarlane 

Fundraising Coordinator - Jenny Hayes 

Genealogical Society of Victoria Representative - Wendy Eldridge 

Research Officer - Lynne Bradley / Steven Smith 

Sales Officer - Alice Pattison 

Sausage Sizzle Coordinator - Shirley Peterson/Jenny Hayes/Wendy Brock 

SEHA Representatives - Lynne Bradley & Lyne McGregor 

Supper Host/Hostess - Anne Blair 

Victorian Association of Family History Organisations Representative - Position Vacant 

For information on the vacant positions please enquire with a committee member. 
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Cranbourne Cemetery Tour 
History Week is running from Sunday 21 – Sunday 28 October this year and we’re doing our bit with a 
tour of Cranbourne Cemetery. 

We’re hoping to emulate last year’s very successful tour of Pakenham Cemetery, and we’ve got our fin-
gers crossed for better weather. We’ve ordered a little more sunshine but we’ll have to wait and see how 
that goes. 

Come and hear just a few of the 3,000 or so stories behind the headstones with us as we explore    
Cranbourne’s early history and the accomplishments and tragedies of some of the district’s early       
settlers. 

Our 90 minute tour will cost $5 per person paid on the day – however bookings are essential. We will be 
serving tea and coffee at the conclusion of the tour. Please contact Lynne on 8787 5558 or             
president@nwfhg.org.au 

Where: Cranbourne Cemetery, Sladen Street, (Cranbourne-Frankston Road) Cranbourne 

When: Sunday 28th October at 11 am 

*Check the History Week 2012 website for more events: http://www.historyweek.org.au 

Research Room News 
Hello fellow Genies, 

As someone famous said “there’s no place like home” back from our trip and down to earth with a thud. 
The sinking feeling you get when you realise you have deleted 500 photos and no back up. I deleted my 
photos of the trip to Darwin this year for the 70th anniversary of the bombing in 1942. After much 
searching and heartache I found I had not given a copy to my sister, I had not put them on my com-
puter at home, I had not put them on my family usb back up. The only copy I had was the SD card and 
I cleaned it off before my trip. Important lesson learned too late: back up, backup, back up. Felt only a 
little better when crying on a girlfriend’s shoulder and she told me how her husband while backing up 
her computer managed to delete everything; all photos, files, everything. Then I heard how my nephew 
recorded over the top of his wedding and it was the only copy in the family. 

Still out of the bad comes the good. I have spent hours sorting my photo files and backing them up 
twice, with one set staying at home, the second has gone to a family member for safe keeping. I made 
copies of all my photos from my nephew’s wedding and gave them to his wife and I made copies of all 
the photos I had of my girlfriend’s family and gave them to her. My sister has given me a copy of her 
photos of our trip to Darwin and I have already backed up every photo and file from my trip in May to 
Normandy and Britain, a hard lesson to learn. 

I was very happy to be nominated and awarded the continuing role as the librarian for the Group at this 
years Annual General Meeting. To celebrate I went to Yarragon the next day to a book sale. I didn’t find 
any treasure to add to the Groups resources but I did get two books to help with my family research. I 
can recommended the website “Founders and Survivors” that our guest speaker Professor Janet McCal-
man gave such an interesting talk about. I found one of my missing family twigs was transported to 
Tasmania. The next step is to discover where he went when his time was up, very exciting as we didn’t 
think we had any connections to Tasmania or convicts in the family. 

At the moment I’m working on researching available resources for my allocated Scottish counties to dis-
cuss at the next purchasing meeting and to make sure that I back up everything every time I sign on to 
a computer. 

Happy Reading 

Jane Rivett-Carnac 

Away Day at the PROV 

Below: Kerryn Maxwell, Maureen Stagg 

& Val Holland 

Left: Val Holland, Greta Bain, Jenny Hayes 

and Maureen Abbott 
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Books 

A Journey Through Melbourne’s East    Donated C Stephens 

O G The Colonial Treasure     Donated S Smith 

Aboriginal Tasmanians 

My Reflections Sorrento and Portsea Cemeteries 

Those were the days Neerim Junction Hall 

Casey Cardinia Books 

Smith Connections      Donated G J Smith 

Life and times of Norman Moralee    Donated N Moralee 

A Smartt Individual      Donated C Threadgold 

Samba the Magnificent Deer      

CDs 

Monumental Inscriptions Featherstone England 

Buried in Atherstone Transcriptions Sheepy Rd Cemetery St Mary’s Parish Warwickshire 

Rugby School Register 1675-1848 Warwickshire 

Burial Register Nuneaton and Bedworth 1874-1947 Warwickshire 

Leeds Grammar School Register Yorkshire 1820-1896 

Giggleswick School Register Yorkshire 1820-1896 

Bury St Edmunds Register Yorkshire 1499-1913 Suffolk 

Suffolk 1674 Hearth Tax Returns 

Cambridgeshire Norfolk Suffolk 1858 Post Office Directory 

Jones Directory Iron District South Staffordshire & East Worcestershire 1865 

Staffordshire Who’s Who 1844-1930 

Staffordshire Monumental Inscriptions 

Staffordshire St Mary’s Parish Register 

Bodmin Bridewell And Its Inmates 1821-1848 Cornwall 

A Policeman’s Lot In Cornwall 

Cornwall Militia 

West Cornwall Patient Visits To Penzance Dispensary 1828-1830 & 
1835-1836 

West Cornwall Patient Visits To Penzance Dispensary  1840-1841 

Publications for Sale  Microfiche 

Berwick Cemetery Register and Headstones 1867—1999.          

$22.00 + Postage & Packaging 

Harkaway Cemetery Register and Headstones 1863—1999.   

$6.00 + Postage & Packaging 

Pakenham Cemetery Register and Headstones 1850—1999      

$22.00 + Postage & Packaging.  

Postage + Packaging add $2.50 for up to 3 sets of fiche.    

Books Kindred Spirits -20 years of the Narre Warren & District Family History Group 1989 – 2009. 
$25.00 + $6.00 Postage + Packaging  

Early Settlers of the Casey-Cardinia District $30.00 + $11.50 Postage + Packaging                                
Order forms available from the Research room or download from our web site.  

New to the Research Room 

The Early Settlers of the Casey Cardinia District (published 2010 by the Narre Warren & District 
Family History Group Inc.) is a 274 page book complete with index to people, properties and ships; plus 
a bibliography. There are over 300 entries containing birth, death and marriage information for indi-
viduals and families, many of which were submitted by descendants of those people and include photo-
graphs not published elsewhere. In many cases detailed biographies have been written by descendants 
or compiled by the family history group, giving an insight into the early days of many Casey Cardinia 
families and individuals. 
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Name Kerryn Maxwell 

Place of Birth Malvern, Victoria 

Siblings 2 

Education Diploma in Horticulture 

Profession Nursery person 

Married Divorced 

Children 2 

Length of time in 

district  

 

1995 

Names researching Whitehurst, Wilson, Clarke, 

Simmons, Page, Winson, 

Morey, Murphy, Sheridan, 

Magee, May 

Reason for starting I loved looking at my grand-

parents photo albums and 

asking who is that, every 

time I visited them. 

How long research-

ing 

Seriously for 5 years but had 

lots given to me before that. 

Most interesting 

find 

1. My son’s partner’s grand-

father lived next door to his 

great grandfather in 1920.  

2. I knew my grandparents 

met on a boat trip to Cairns 

and just recently found them 

both listed in the shipping 

arrivals with a friend who 

was in their bridal party. 

Hobbies Researching tree (family) No 

plants 

Spreading Branches Deadline 

The deadline for the November 

2012 edition of Spreading 

Branches is October 15. 

Whroo Headstone Recovered 

In 2008, the headstone of Henry Motton was 
wrenched from its grave enclosure in the 
Whroo Cemetery where it had stood since 
1870. 

Whroo Cemetery Trust member Nicola 
Thompson had reported the theft to police. 
The desecration and theft was keenly felt by 
the current members of the Motton family. 

Fast forward to 2011 where  the headstone is 
noticed on eBay. After some investigation by 
officers from Echuca and Rushworth, police 
were able to charge two Echuca based men 
with headstone theft and desecration of the 
grave. The recovered headstone was used as 
evidence in the criminal prosecution after 
which it would then be returned. 

Rex Motton recently visited the Whroo Ceme-
tery to see the headstone reinstated. He said 
it looks exactly as it did originally, “except a 
couple of inches shorter”.  

Should you wish to make a trip to the Whroo 
Cemetery, and search out the headstone of 
Henry Motton, take in the sites of the Bala-
clava mine, Rushworth State Park  and the 
Rushworth and District Historical & Preserva-
tion Society’s Museum which would make a 
really interesting excursion should you feel 
inclined. 

Where will you be on Saturday 1st September 
2012? 

We hope you will be with us at the South East 
Victoria Family & Regional History Expo.           
10 am - 4pm 

166 High Street (South Gippsland Highway) 

Cranbourne Vic 3977  

Have a look at the flyer enclosed with your news-
letter to see who else will be there. 
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Tuesday 

Sept 2012 

 Saturday  Sunday  

  1 Room Closed/Expo  

at Cranbourne 

2 Donald Connop       

Eileen Durdin 

4 Fay McCoubrie 

Gwen Leighton 

8 Robyn Jones        

Judy Megehan 

9 Claire Stephenson  

Valma Newson 

11 Val Bennett   

Maureen Abbott 

15 Shirley Peterson 

Leonie Hambly-Clarke 

16 Di Christensen      

Jane Rivett-Carnac 

18 Brenda Wheeler 

Rona Gibson 

22 Val Holland          

Anne Blair 

23 Donald Connop     

Lyne McGregor 

25 Lynne Bradley 

Maureen Stagg 

29 Wendy Brock         

Bev Lambie   

30 Wendy Eldridge 

Tuesday  

Oct 2012      

 Thursday 

 

 Saturday  

2 Fay McCoubrie 

Maureen Abbott 

4 Nowella Ahlgren 

Valma Newson 

6 Judy Megehan    

Shirley Peterson 

9 Lynne Bradley 

Lina Butler      

Joy Masters 

11 Eileen Durdin          

Di Christensen 

13 Wendy Brock           

Val Holland 

16 Brenda Wheeler 

Greta Bain 

18 Wendy Eldridge 20 Robyn Jones       

Leonie Hambly-Clarke        

23 Lynne Bradley 

Gwen Leighton 

25 Donald Connop  

Claire Stephenson  

27 Val Bennett        

Shirley Peterson  

30 Maureen Stagg 

Mary McGrath  

    

Tuesday 

Nov 2012                 

  Thursday  Saturday  

  1 Nowella Ahlgren     

Eileen Durdin           

3 Wendy Brock         

Judy Megehan 

6 Room Closed for 

Melbourne Cup  

8 Claire Stephenson 

Wendy Eldridge 

10 Val Bennett              

Val Holland 

13 Fay McCoubrie 

Rona Gibson 

15 Valma Newson   

Lynne Bradley  

17 Robyn Jones       

Wendy Goodwin 

20 

 

Bev Lambie   

Maureen Stagg  

22 Donald Connop     

Eileen Durdin 

24 Shirley Peterson    

Steve Smith  

27 Gwen Leighton  

Brenda Wheeler  

29 Wendy Eldridge   

Please contact fellow volunteers if you wish to swap 
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President’s Report 2011-2012 
 
The year started well with news from AFFHO that Spreading Branches had won second prize in Category 
A of the Nick Vine Hall Award for group’s newsletters. We received $100 and a certificate. Our Open Day 
2011 on 4 August proved to be an interesting and enjoyable day, resulting in 8 visitors and 2 new    
memberships.  
Another interesting and enjoyable day was the Antiques Appraisal Day on 24 September with Adam  

Truscott and Vanessa Crew from The Collector in Murrumbeena. The day was a great success largely due 

to Jenny Hayes’ organisational skills and the wonderful job the volunteers did on the day. A profit of 

$459 was made. Fundraising efforts continued with our Sausage Sizzle in February and a bit more      

excitement than we bargained for when the fire alarm went off and the entire store was evacuated. We  

capitalised on the situation and sold sausages to the people filing past until the fire safety person from    

Bunnings moved us along too. Still, a profit of $1,424.90 was made on the day.  

Wendy Brock and I have attended Casey Cardinia Local History Reference Group meetings at various  

locations including Emerald Museum and Edrington in Berwick where Lynne Bradley was given the    

opportunity to introduce the Casey Cardinia Remembers project to those present.  

Lynne Bradley and I have attended South Eastern Historical Association meetings at the Dromana     

Historical Society and Nepean Historical Society. The meeting held in the Narre Warren Library Meeting 

Room, we co-hosted with the Library Corporation. Thanks go to the very generous members who         

volunteered to make something for morning and afternoon tea allowing us to keep the $50 given to   

hosting  societies for more resources!  

We have had some interesting speakers over the last 12 months: Jenny Davies spoke about Flinders 

Street Station; Jenny Hayes gave an interesting talk about her Timmins Family Reunion held in 1991; 

Celestina Sagazio gave a memorable talk about headstones and cemeteries; Joan Vanderhorn and the 

history of Clyde; and Ruth Crofts from the Casey Cardinia Branch of the National Trust with her talk on 

their publication Pages from the Past.  

In house activities have included demonstrations of favourite family history websites, members’ military 

ancestors and of course, the Christmas Quiz organised by Jenny Hayes for the December meeting where 

we all had a good time, lots of laughs and a lovely supper. Rex McFarlane chaired another successful 

question and answer night; Paul and Lynne showed us features of our own website, the Casey Cardinia 

Remembers website and our new bookmarks at Delicious.com.  

As a Group we participated in the Casey Cardinia Local History Reference Group Expo in October with a 

display of Casey Cardinia information. We also held a very successful tour of the Pakenham Cemetery 

last October which raised $315. In March Lynne B, Eileen, Jane and I attended the inaugural National 

Trust and City of Casey Heritage Day at the Old Cheese Factory at Berwick.  

The purchasing committee has met many times over the past year at Lynne Bradley’s home and as a   

result, many new resources have been added to the Research Room’s holdings with many more yet to 

come.  

We’ve been out and about too, in November we went to the Melbourne, Fawkner and Coburg cemeteries. 

On another day we went to the Drouin, Warragul, Yarragon, Trafalgar, Moe, Hazelwood and Traralgon 

cemeteries. Members met at the Fountain Gate Hotel on 3 December to enjoy our Christmas Around the 

World Dinner. In March a group of members hopped on the bus trip to the Bendigo Family and Local  

History Expo at Kangaroo Flat and in April we went to the PROV. Jenny Hayes organises a bus from the 

Council and she does a great job - thank you Jenny. 

Throughout the year we have recognised our volunteers; Anne Blair was presented with the ‘Shirley 

Award’ at our May General Meeting because she would not be attending the Annual Volunteers Morning 

Tea which was held on 16 May at the Light Horse and Field Artillery Museum at Nar Nar Goon. The 

morning proved to be a long one starting with morning tea and a three hour tour of the Museum which 

would probably would have been fine if it had not been so cold.  
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At our Committee meeting on the 6 June a decision was made to change our Wednesday and Saturday 

meetings to coincide with daylight saving and to change the Wednesday night starting time to 7.30 pm. 

This means that each year our Wednesday night meetings will start in October and finish in April and the 

Saturday afternoon meetings will start in May and finish in September. This change will begin with our 

October meetings which will now be on Wednesday, 10 October with a 7.30 pm start time.  

Sadly, at the June General Meeting we farewelled a much loved long time member, Diana Wheeler. Di 

Christensen made the farewell presentation to Diana on the Group’s behalf. I think everyone will         

remember Diana’s interesting talks on her Cornish research and especially how we all enjoyed the fun 

activities she arranged for our Christmas Meetings anything from pantomimes to trivia quizzes that were 

designed to test our memories and our knowledge of history. Diana will be greatly missed.  

WENDY GOODWIN  

PRESIDENT  

The Closet Awards 
This December the Group will again be holding The Closet Awards with me as host. We will award the 

member, who has an ancestor, whose life achievements were a little different to most or similar as the 

case maybe. 

Strange as this may sound to some of you, if you had a grandparent who died the strangest death, you 

might be awarded a prize. It might be a great great grandparent, it might be an aunt or uncle but you 

need to be able to support your claim!      

So preparation is needed by you, the 

reader, before the December meeting.  

You need to check your research to 

see if you have an ancestor who 

might match one or more of the    

following criteria.  Proof of that claim 

would then need to be brought to the 

meeting and hopefully a great story 

to go with the claim to the award.  

 

Our awards will be: 

The person who has the youngest 

descendant as at 25 December 2012. 

The person who travelled the furthest 

to get to Australia. 

The person who has the most number of grandchildren not children as at 25 December 2012. 

The person who has the longest name. 

The person who has the most number of convicts. 

The person whose ancestor lived the longest. 

The person whose relative married more than once. 

The person with the oldest hand written letter. 

The person whose ancestor died the most tragic death. 
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DISCLAIMER: Contributions to this newsletter are accepted in good faith and the Committee does not 
accept responsibility for accuracy of information of submitted articles nor opinions expressed. 



Daunted by the prospect of 
publishing your family history?  

Don’t be, talk to BPA. 
For over 100 years we have been 

working with publishers of all sizes 
producing award winning books.  

In fact in 2011, BPA was awarded the 
“Australian Printed Book of the Year”  

by the Galley Club of Sydney.

Full self publishing service.  
Contact Stuart Anderson now on  

0409 612 610 or sanderson@bpaprintgroup.com.au

BPA PRINT GROUP PTY LTD 
Tel: +61 3 9808 6622  
Email: bpa@bpaprintgroup.com.au  
Web: www.bpaprintgroup.com.au  


