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Member of the year: Barbara Sharp
The member of the year is someone who has 
contributed to most of the activities of the 
group, has gone out of their way to assist fellow 
members and visitors, assisted with fundraising or 
fundraising ideas and regularly attended meetings. 
Nominations are made by the current committee 
by secret ballot. The awardee of the previous year 
and the current president are not eligible. The 
person who has received the highest number of 
nominations will be our member of the year.

Barbara was nominated principally for her 
dedication to keeping the Lorraine Taylor Research 
Room open. As the current research room manager 
she has done more than her fair share of duty in 
order to keep the doors open. She compiles the 
roster of volunteers, and quietly fills in the days 
when no one else is available to volunteer. You 
find her most Tuesdays 
and many Saturdays 
welcoming members and the 
general public. Her warm 
smile and great attitude, 
enthusiasm and willingness 
to give it a try are an asset 
to our group. Barbara is 
a tireless indexer for the 
Casey Cardinia Combined 
Index and has become an 
important member of the 
processing/cataloguing team. 
Her research and writing 
skills are visible in stories in 
Spreading Branches and on 
our cemetery tours. Barbara 
helps out at cemetery walks 
and heritage festivals, 
supports our Facebook page 
with regular comments, 
supports the coffee catch up 
chats and lunches, and very 
rarely misses a committee or 
general meeting.

Our second nominee is our 
multi-hat wearing treasurer 
Lynne. Not because she has 

undoubtedly done a great job keeping us financially 
stable, she also got her head around the Bunnings 
mobile payment system for our first sausage sizzle 
at Clyde North. Lynne then took us another step 
further into the digital world with the introduction 
of the Square payment system. 

Hat number two are her digital skills that keep 
our NWFHG and the Casey Cardinia Remembers 
websites and our Facebook page up and running. 
For any work needed with our computers we count 
on Lynne to just ‘fix it’. Her digital knowhow is 
evident in the processing/cataloguing team. We 
have all learnt something from Lynne’s archive 
experience in her quiet way of guiding us in 
writing or researching. She was the instigator of 
our successful application for participation in the 
Collections Community Resilience Project run by 

the Australian Museums and 
Galleries Association (AMaGA) 
Victoria.

Lynne is also an amazing 
ambassador for our group. 
Her positive attitude and 
work ethic is what is driving 
us forward. She is involved 
in everything from our 
writing group to the cemetery 
walk and book, heritage 
days, meetings and social 
gatherings. She shares her 
knowledge in person when 
on duty in the room, with 
replies to comments on 
facebook and website or via 
research queries (that’s hat 
number three). Her loyalty 
and commitment to the group 
and the committee over many 
years is inspiring.

* * *

This year we awarded the 
2022-2023 Member of the 
Year to Barbara Sharp. 
Congratulations! 

Barbara Sharp (left) with  
president Jane Rivett-Carnac
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Committee Members
President	 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
president@nwfhg.org.au

Vice President	 Fay McCoubrie 
vice.president@nwfhg.org.au

Treasurer	 Lynne Bradley 
treasurer@nwfhg.org.au

Secretary	 Eileen Durdin 
secretary@nwfhg.org.au

Correspondence Secretary	 vacant 
correspondence@nwfhg.org.au

Librarian	 Moreyn Dimsey 
librarian@nwfhg.org.au

Membership Officer	 Kerryn Maxwell 
membership.officer@nwfhg.org.au

Newsletter Editor	 Marianne Rocke 
newsletter.editor@nwfhg.org.au

Publicity Officer	 Lyne McGregor 
publicity.officer@nwfhg.org.au

Research Room Manager	 Barbara Sharp 
research.room.mgr@nwfhg.org.au

Cemetery Tours 
cemetery.tours@nwfhg.org.au

Lorraine Taylor Research Room
We have a large collection of books, maps, 
microfiche, CDs and journals from all over the 
world available to our members and visitors (entry 
through Cranbourne Library).
Opening Hours for Research 

Tuesday and Saturday 11 am to 2 pm 
Casual visitors $5 per day 
Research room phone number: (03) 5995 3032

Meetings

October - April: 	 7.30 pm 
2nd Wednesday of the month  
(8 November 2023 & 13 December 2023)
from February 2024: 3rd Wednesday of the month 
(no meeting in January) 
May - September: 	 2.00 pm 
3rd Saturday of the month. 
Membership
Single $35, Joint $50. Payable 1 July each year.

Membership Renewal
You are welcome to renew your membership by 
Direct Deposit into our bank account. 

Bank: National Australia Bank  
Branch: Fountain Gate 
BSB: 083 802 
Account No: 539450013

Please don’t forget to use your name as a 
reference.  
Please email a copy of your renewal form to the 
Membership Officer.

Research Queries 
We offer a research service for those unable to visit 
our Research Room personally, but please note 
that we can only research our own holdings and 
those of the local municipal libraries. The cost for 
this service is $20 per hour plus photocopying 
expenses. All research queries can be sent to the 
Research Officer at the above postal address or 
email: research.officer@nwfhg.org.au

Disclaimer: Contributions made to this newsletter are accepted in good faith and the Committee does not 
accept responsibility for accuracy of information of submitted articles nor opinions expressed.

Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc.
1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne VIC 3977

Web: www.nwfhg.org.au   Email: president@nwfhg.org.au   Phone: 0412 084 671
ABN 15 397 153 919

NW&DFHG is a member of: 

Casey Cardinia Local 
History Reference Group
Genealogical Society of 
Victoria
South Eastern Historical 
Association Inc.
Royal Historical Society of 
Victoria

The Narre Warren & 
District Family History 
Group gratefully 
acknowledge the 
assistance and support of 
Connected Libraries and 
the City of Casey.

NW&DFHG Catch-ups
Meet with other members and 
friends for a social chat and  
a bite on the last Sunday of  
the month at 10 am

next catch-up
26 Nov 2023 – Arena Café –  

Arena Shopping Centre, Officer
31 Dec 2023 – No catch-up – New Year break 
28 Jan 2024 – Squatting Frog Nursery Cafe –  

376-382 Heatherton Road, Narre Warren North

mailto:cemetery.tours%40nwfhg.org.au?subject=
www.nwfhg.org.au
mailto:president%40nwfhg.org.au?subject=


Spreading Branches - Issue 138 - November 2023 3

President’s report
As I write this report we are two weeks away from 
our first walk at Dandenong Community Cemetery. 
The sun is shining and I’m trying not to have a 
nanny nap. I was up at 6.15 am or ‘O dark 30’ this 
morning to do a radio interview for ABC Melbourne 
Breakfast with Sammy J. This came about because 
the previous week Lyne McGregor and I did an 
interview at the cemetery with the Star Newspaper 
Group. The digital edition of the newspaper was 
online on Monday morning and the ABC contacted 
us on the next day as they had read the story and 
wanted to talk to us. So, early to bed, set the alarm, 
and it seemed to be over in a blink. Sad to say, I 
can’t remember much about it, but they seemed 
happy at the radio station.

Our sausage sizzle team led by Bob had a very 
successful day at Bunnings in Clyde North on 
7 October. Thank you to everyone who helped out. 
September and October were also great months 
for excitement in the research room. Barbara did 
the happy dance when she solved one of her brick 
walls and found an elusive Catholic marriage in 
Ireland. Sometimes you need to look ‘next door’, 
the couple came from County Clare but married in 
Limerick. We had a visitor come in specifically to 
use our microfiche – they are still a great resource. 
One Saturday we had a full house of visitors and 
members. It was like the drought had broken after 
the sparse days post Covid. 

Our guest speakers have been wonderful. At our 
AGM in August Patrick Ferry gave an enthralling 
talk on the Melbourne socialite and the Turkish 
diplomat, based on the resources at the National 
Archives Victoria. In September, Elizabeth Fraser, 
president of the Berwick-Pakenham Historical 
Society, gave a very interesting talk about the 

history of her home ‘Goronga’ and its magnificent 
garden. It was a fitting way to end our Saturday 
meetings for the year and we thank L’Arte Central 
Café for hosting us in their training room over the 
winter months and serving yummy lunches many 
of us have enjoyed before the meetings. The social 
chatter is always interesting and fun.

From October we were back to our summer format 
on Wednesday nights. We had a great turn up to 
hear Lance McDermott and his presentation about 
the Naval Graves project and their objective to 
record all naval graves in Australia. I am looking 
forward to the November meeting when Val Barnett 
and our processing team will be demonstrating the 
ease of digitising your photos and postcards using 
our two scanners.

Heather Arnold and I have only a couple of history 
talks left at Koo Wee Rup this year. They have been 
well attended and enjoyable for all. Eileen is talking 
to a local community group at the end of October – 
her topic is the history of our local schools. 

The past year has had its ups and downs and I’m 
looking forward to our Christmas meeting, which 
is always fun when Kerryn is in charge. Who will 
forget the Cinderella panto last year? Can she come 
up with something better? 

In 2024 our summer meetings will change to the 
third Wednesday of the month, so we look forward 
to seeing everyone at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 
21 February. 

Thank you to the committee for all the support they 
gave me this year. I wish all our members a Merry 
Christmas and a safe New Year. We hope you join 
us celebrating our 35th birthday in May 2024.

Jane Rivett-Carnac

*Christmas Meeting*
7.30 pm, Wednesday, 13 December 2023

Conference Room, enter via Casey Radio Entrance,  
1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne

Come along for some childhood fun and games.
Please bring a Christmas photo or Christmas memory to share and a little Christmas cheer.

We look forward to seeing everyone dressed with a Christmas theme in mind.
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Pastor Laurie Dyer
Laurence Urban Dyer was born on 16 August 
1915. His parents, Urban Yeoland Dyer and Elsie 
Louise nee Dyer, had married in 1914. Urban was 
a cabinetmaker and the family lived in Fitzroy, 
Preston and Northcote until the family moved to 
Trafalgar in 1931 and then to Johnsonville where 
Urban ran the post office.1 The family had grown to 
six by this time and Laurie had a brother and two 
sisters. While his father worked, Laurie worked on 
the farm for the four years they were there.

The next move was in 1936 to ‘Taralea’ in 
Longwarry North and Laurie ran a dairy farm. In 
1938 he was baptised in the Tarago River which 
marked the start of his religious life. From 1939-42 
he lived at ‘Bethal’, a dairy farm in Dandenong. He 
loved farming, especially Jersey cows. 

In 1942 Laurie studied at the Melbourne Bible 
Institute and in July 1944 completed the Local 
Preachers exam for the Methodist Church at 
Dandenong and was duly appointed the Methodist 
Children’s Missioner.2 He believed it was his 
calling to present the Saviour to young people in 

1	 Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980; David Dyer’s eulogy for 
his father

2	 The Dandenong Journal 12 July 1944 p 7; Minutes of the 
Annual Conference, Wesley Church 1944-1946 p 191

schools, hospitals, and anywhere else they may 
be. In his report that year he writes that he taught 
1,250 children and visited 21 State Schools. He 
travelled about 100 miles a week on his bicycle, 
as well as using trains and buses. He visited the 
Mount Eliza hospital, The Alfred, Prince Henry’s, 
Bethesda, Epworth, the Children’s, and the Austin 
on a regular basis. He also attended Sunday School 
anniversaries.3

The Methodist Church magazine, The Spectator, has 
an article about the appointment of a Children’s 
Missioner. The Church had never had one before 
and were worried about the additional financial 
burden and how the position would be fulfilled, but 
they received very favourable comments backed up 
by donations to keep the work going. One teacher 
wrote how greatly impressed she was with Mr Dyer 
and his effectiveness as a teacher.

In 1945 Laurie was teaching religious instruction 
(RI) to 3,500 children, visiting 30 State Schools, and 
300 children in hospitals. He rode his bicycle 500 to 
600 miles in the month in all weather. Laurie went 
to three Beach Missions at Frankston, Mordialloc 

3	 Minutes of the Annual Conference, Wesley Church 1944-
1946 p 193

Photo: Max Thomson Collection
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and Altona in January. He spent a fortnight in 
Bendigo at the invitation of Rev G Wilson and 
attended a Special Children’s Church in Narre 
Warren.4

Bob Street, a teacher at Narre Warren North 
Primary School, said, “Laurie Dyer would travel to 
Narre Warren North on his enormously cluttered 
bicycle all the way from Dandenong every fortnight 
to teach the children about religion and the Bible.”5 
Max Thomson in his book Little Hills writes, “He 
travelled by bicycle for eight years and what he 
carried with him had to be seen to be believed. 
Flannel-graph board, lantern slide projector and 
screen, object lesson equipment and occasionally a 
portable organ.”6 Max Thomson also says his work 
was exemplary and his influence on young people 
had very beneficial effects.

The Dandenong Journal launched an appeal in 
November 1945 to help get Pastor Laurie Dyer a car.7

Each year he taught more and more children. 
In 1946 he reported that he had reached 5,000 
children between the ages of four and sixteen. He 
attended two hundred and fifty Sunday School 
anniversaries and was booked out for the next year 
with them. He was hugely popular and says he 
never missed one class in the year.

4	 Minutes of the Annual Conference, Wesley Church 1944-
1946 p184

5	 Casey Cardinia Info File C/C 177 p 81
6	 Little Hills by Max Thomson p 59
7	 The Dandenong Journal 21 November 1945 p 13

Finally in 1948 the Home Mission Department 
provided him with a Willys 1938 sedan. He named 
it ‘Wilma’. At the time petrol was rationed, so Laurie 
still used his bicycle sometimes. This car was 
replaced in 1951 with an A.40 Countryman van.

In 1949 Laurie visited East Gippsland. He writes in 
his report, “On my return from the Cann River area, 
Kalimna and Johnsonville schools were visited, 
where I had lived the life of a farmer in my earlier 
life. It was a joy to meet the children of those I had 
known years ago.”

Laurie was invited to visit Alice Springs by Rev 
CJ King. The three-week visit in June 1951 was 
paid for by a Christian layman who was keen on a 
mission being held for the children. 

I don’t know how he found the time but on 21 
May 1952 he married Isobel (Jessie) Kingsley at 
the Burwood Methodist Church. They had three 
children between the years of 1953 to 1959.

In The Spectator in 1953, there’s an article on the 
Children’s Mission by Rev TM Byard of Traralgon. 
He writes. “This unusual missioner has no ‘special’ 
gifts of song or speech. He has only a transparent 
love for children, and an unquestionable loyalty to 
Christ. These fundamentals are supported by an 
amazing facility to ‘handle’ children, and a technical 
inventiveness above the ordinary. His gadgets 
and models, in fact all of his equipment, are a 
pleasure to handle and an education to behold. His 
homemade flannel-graph lessons have to be seen to 

Photo courtesy of Uniting Church of Australia (UCA) Archives Synod of Victoria and Tasmania
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be believed.” And also, “ … gentle but firm handling 
of the children. No pressure, no objectionable 
over emphasis, just a simple invitation to older 
children.”8

Laurie says in his report in 1953, “If the school is 
out at play when I arrive, there is generally a rush 
of children to meet the car, and a chorus of voices 
to welcome me. In some of the country schools, 
children have come and waited for my arrival even 
though the schools were closed and the teacher 
away, and we have carried on in the schoolyard or 
shelter shed.”

The October 1959 edition of The Spectator has 
an article on a Home Mission demonstration 
held at the Royal Exhibition Building. Laurie had 
a display set up with some of the aids he used 
in the classroom, the flannel-graph board, flip 
sheets, screen projector etc. More than half of his 
equipment he had made himself.

In each year’s report Laurie recorded the mileage of 
his car, how many schools he visited, the number 
of children he saw, the hospitals he visited, the 
Beach Missions, and Junior Christian Endeavour 

8	 The Spectator October 1953 p 19

émeetings he held or attended. He started a 
children’s library and taught at teachers’ training 
classes for Sunday School teachers.

Laurie retired when the church decided they could 
no longer use a Children’s Missioner. Of course, he 
didn’t really retire. He continued as an independent 
preacher of no particular church.9

He was involved in the Postal Sunday School 
Movement camps for children. The Methodist 
Church united with the Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches for the UCA in 1977. 
In 1990 he became a member of the Caulfield 
Evangelical Methodist Church where he became a 
leader and took church services especially those 
aimed at children.10 He also started the Mailbox 
Club where thousands of children in Australia and 
from faraway Africa sent in their bible lessons to be 
corrected and sent back.11

Laurie had taught RI at many schools over a long 
period of time. At Narre Warren North school his 
was the longest teaching appointment, visiting the 
school one day a week for 35 years. His influence 
on hundreds of children had very beneficial 
effects.12 In 1977 he joined in the school’s centenary 
celebrations by planting a commemorative tree.

Laurie Dyer died on 24 June 2002.

I was lucky enough to have been one of the 
thousands of children who were taught RI by 
Pastor Laurie Dyer in the early sixties at Noble Park 
Primary School. I remember that he was always 
dressed in a suit and he was a very kind man. He 
lived in the Noble Park area at the time and us kids 
would see his blue Kombi van driving around the 
roads and we would always wave.

* * *

When Eileen Durdin asked me to write a piece for 
Spreading Branches I did some research and really 
couldn’t find enough material. Then one day in the 
Lorraine Taylor Research Room, Jane Rivett-Carnac 
suggested that the Methodist Church might have 
archives. I found their website and sent off an email 
to see if they had anything on Laurie Dyer. 

About a week later I received an email from 
Dr Jenny Bars, the archivist for the UCA Synod of 
Victoria. She sent me a photo of Laurie’s van loaded 
up with his gear. She said that as the Children’s 
Missioner, Laurie would have put in a report to the 
Annual Methodist Conference. They had a complete 
set of the minutes in their rooms at Serrell Street, 

9	 David Dyer’s eulogy for his father 2002
10	 Des Simmons of the Caulfield Evangelical Methodist Church. 

28 June 2002.
11	 David Dyer’s eulogy for his father 2002
12	 Little Hills by Max Thomson p 60

Photo: Max Thomson Collection
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Malvern East, which are open on Thursdays.

We quickly arranged a meeting, and Eileen joined 
me for the visit. We were on the doorstep of UCA 
Synod at 9.10 am (the traffic held us up a bit). 
After going through the tomes and scanning the 

appropriate pages, we finally left at 2 pm. We were 
really impressed with the rooms and the archives 
they had. Jenny and her team of volunteers were 
very helpful. We were given a lovely light filled room 
to work in and had a coffee break with them. The 
visit gave me information on his working life with 
the Methodist Church, but not much on his later 
life. 

I wrote an email to a person who had a family tree 
up on Ancestry. She replied that her uncle was 
Laurie Dyer’s son, David. David then contacted me 
and forwarded a document with comments from 
Des Simmons of the Caulfield Evangelical Methodist 
Church for Laurie Dyer’s memorial service and 
a four-page eulogy that he had presented at his 
father’s funeral in 2002. Such lovely pieces of 
writing. It showed the love that the family had for 
Laurie and how hard he had worked. David has 
permitted me to use whatever I like from these 
documents.

Thank you to all who have encouraged and assisted 
me in writing this article about Pastor Laurie Dyer, 
a remarkable man. 

Barbara Sharp

Laurie Dyer in his home study. Photo courtesy of David Dyer

Sausage Sizzle success
Many thanks to the fourteen members who 
volunteered to assist with the recent fundraising 
activity. The sausage sizzle at the Bunnings Clyde 
North store was a great success – with a clear profit 
of over $2,000 collected for the group’s funds.

Thanks have also been sent to the Coles and 
Woolworths stores that gave donations towards our 
purchases of sausages, sauces, drinks, ice, and 
equipment used on the day. We usually have to 

spend over $500 for these goods. Bakers Delight, 
Cranbourne has also been thanked for the donation 
of 25 loaves of bread. Certificates of Appreciation 
have been delivered to these businesses.

It seemed to be a long day for the volunteers, but 
the day was a very rewarding experience for those 
involved. Lots of conversations with other group 
members and with our many customers who share 
in the banter … and the sausage eating!!!

So, with plans for another sausage sizzle next year 
already being discussed, all members of our group 

are encouraged to volunteer 
for just 2 to 3 hours for a fun 
experience.

It has made an important 
contribution to our group's 
finances …. so please  …have 
a go!!!

Any enquiries to our Sausage 
Sizzle Coordinator, Bob Neal 
on 0419 103 889.

Again, thanks to the 
volunteers and check out the 
photos!!!

Bob Neal
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Impressions from walk at Dandenong Community Cemetery

Sunday, 29 October 2023
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New in the Lorraine Taylor Research Room

Spreading Branches February 2024 We would like to read your articles or stories.  
Please submit your contributions by 15 January 2024

Casey Cardinia Books
*	 Forgotten for too long: the Gippslanders in Lark 

Force 1941–42 by Lyn Skillern

*	 Goronga: A hill 
station garden by 
Tim Gatehouse

*	 The life and 
times of Edward 
Donnelly: Early 
days of Cranbourne 

Casey Cardinia 
Digital
*	 Into the darkness: 

The story of Minnie 
and William Eason 
by Karen J Collins

*	 Architectural 
survey of the 
Berwick Pakenham corridor

* 	 Brechin Gardens Conservation Plan 2016

*	 Harkaway State School No 1697 Register 
1872–1913 courtesy of the Berwick/Pakenham 
Historical Society

*	 Cora Lynn State School No 3502 Register 
1907–1915

*	 Goronga: A hill station garden by Tim 
Gatehouse

Australian Books
* 	 Emigrant’s Friend

* 	 Select documents in Australian history 1851–
1900 by C.M.H Clarke

* 	 The history of Australia & New Zealand from 
1606–1901 by Alexander Sutherland

* 	 Is yours an SS Great Britain family? by Adrian 
Ball

* 	 The James Craig: her history, recovery and 
restoration by Jeff Toghill

Victorian Books
* 	 Clyde Company papers by Philip L Brown

* 	 Middleton & 
Maning’s Gippsland 
directory for 1884 
& 1885

* 	 Eureka: The 
unfinished 
revolution by Peter 
FitzSimon

* 	 Historic Court 
Houses of Victoria

*	 The Land Boomers 
by Michael Cannon

* 	 A history of Tarwin 
Lower 1798–1974 
by Rod Charles

* 	 The gold finder of Australia by John Sherer

Magazines
* 	 Ancestor. Vol 36 No 7 Sep 2023

* 	 Family Tree. April to October 2023

*	 Genealogists’ Magazine. June 2023

* 	 Irish Roots. No 127 
Issue 3

 *	 The Genealogist. 
Autumn 2023 & 
Winter 2023

* 	 The South 
Australian 
Genealogist. Vol 50 
Aug 2023

* 	 Tasmanian ancestry. 
Vol 44 No 2 

*	 Traces: Uncovering 
the Past. Editions 23 
& 24 2023

*	 The Genealogist. Spring 2023

*	 Western Ancestor. July 2023

Happy Reading
Moreyn Dimsey 

Librarian
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Lorraine Taylor Research Room Roster 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 11 am–2 pm

Please find a replacement yourself if you cannot do duty.

December 2023
Tuesday 11 am–2 pm Saturday 11 am–2 pm

 2 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
Lynne Bradley

5 Barbara Sharp 
Eileen Durdin 9 Moreyn Dimsey 

Barbara Sharp

12 Barbara Sharp 
Maureen Abbott 16 CLOSED 

Re-opening 3 February

February 2024
Tuesday 11 am–2 pm Saturday 11 am–2 pm

3 Lynne Bradley 
Fay McCoubrie

6 Barbara Sharp 
Moreyn Dimsey 10 Barbara Sharp 

Jane Rivett-Carnac

13 Maureen Abbott 
Barbara Sharp 17 Eileen Durdin 

Lynne Bradley

20 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
Fay McCoubrie 24 Robyn Jones 

Barbara Sharp

27 Barbara Sharp 
Eileen Durdin

Volunteers needed

I am looking for volunteers for the Lorraine Taylor Research Room. The times would be once a month on a 
Tuesday or a Saturday from 11 am – 2 pm. 

The volunteers do a great job helping others with their research and at the same time learn where 
everything is in the room. It is also a good place to meet the other members.

There are always two volunteers on so you would never be alone. Please give it a thought. Contact 
Barbara Sharp research.room.mgr@nwfhg.org.au

General Meetings
Conference Room, enter via Casey Radio Entrance,  

1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne

Change of meeting schedule
As of February 2024 our summer meetings (October to April, except January)  

will be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.

* * * * *
It’s not all online

Wednesday, 21 February 2024, 7.30 pm – General Meeting
Our president Jane will share the many avenues of research that are in the Lorraine Taylor Research 
Room. Learn how to begin your family history and local history research, without using Ancestry or 
Findmypast, and knock down those brick walls.
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Publications for sale
NEW! Casey Cardinia Connections at 
Dandenong Community Cemetery (2023) 

This year we explored a 
cemetery a bit further 
afield at Dandenong. Many 
people with Casey Cardinia 
connections are buried at 
Dandenong. We explored 
the cemetery’s fascinating 
early history, and the lives 
of residents, who after 
living in Narre Warren, 
Lyndhurst, Hallam, Lang 
Lang and other places, 
were buried at Dandenong.

$20 + $10.60 postage + handling

Revisiting stories of 
Berwick Cemetery (2022)
We re-visit fifteen graves at 
Berwick Cemetery to find 
out more about the people 
buried here. They include 
the families of a publican, 
a doctor, a policeman and 
many other pioneers. Some 
died in tragic circumstances, 
others after long and fulfilled 
lives.
$20 + $10.60 postage + handling 

No time to say goodbye: a walk in 
Cranbourne Cemetery (2022)
This book tells the stories of twenty-six people who 
died suddenly, without giving them or their families 
a chance to say goodbye. Some died in accidents at 
work or on the road. Others’ deaths were caused by 
unexpected illness, murder or by their own hands.
$20 + $10.60 postage + handling

Life and death on the edge of the swamp: a 
walk in Bunyip Cemetery (2019)
The official burial register of Bunyip Cemetery 
didn’t begin until 1894 when six-year-old William 
Henry Barnes was buried. Nineteen of the first 
twenty recorded burials were of children. 
$20 + $10.60 postage + handling

Ordinary people, interesting lives: A walk 
in the historic Harkaway Cemetery (2016)
Abounds with people who needed to grow crops or 
nurture their livestock to be able to eat, neighbours 
who no longer remained strangers, faces who became 
familiar at church or school or the general store or 
railway station. 
Our volunteers researched and wrote the stories of 
families that travelled thousands of miles to a country 
on the other side of the world. A country with people 
who didn’t necessarily speak the same language or 
held the same beliefs. 
$20 + $10.60 postage + handling

World War 1 walk cemetery books
Peace at last: a World War 1 
walk in Lang Lang Cemetery 
(2018)
Stories of 98 soldiers from the 
Lang Lang district and the 48 
families who waved goodbye to 
them and prayed for their safe 
return. 

They answered the call: 
a World War 1 walk in 
Cranbourne Cemetery (2018)
We tell the stories of courage and sacrifice of 111 men 
and one woman with Cranbourne area connections. 

For some the bell tolled: a World War 1 Walk in 
Harkaway Cemetery (plus Harkaway Avenue of 
Honour) (2017)
This book contains the stories of 36 families of 
Harkaway who watched, waited and pined for the 66 
men and 2 women who enlisted and tried to make it 
safely back to home. Ten did not return. 

Sacrifice and Patriotism: 
a World War 1 Walk in 
Pakenham Cemetery (2016)
Includes stories of sets of 
brothers, a father and his son, a 
nurse and a sailor along with two 
Indigenous soldiers. 

100 men, 100 years: a World 
War 1 Walk in Berwick 
Cemetery (2015)
Our stories embrace 100 men 
from over 70 families – all linked 
to Berwick Cemetery and the community it served. 
Each book $25 + $14.50 postage + handling

More details, order forms and indexes are available on our website at nwfhg.org.au/publications-2/

Cemetery Tour booklets
Pakenham (2011), Cranbourne (2012), Lang Lang 
(2013) $15 each
Berwick (2014), Pakenham (2015) $20 each
Add $10.60 for postage + handling.

Other books
Kindred Spirits. NW&DFHG 1989 – 2009
$25 + $14.50 postage + handling
Early Settlers of the Casey-Cardinia District 
(2010) $30 + $14.50 postage + handling (last copy)
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