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2012—2013 AGM held July 13 2013  

I don’t think I have ever met    

another person with as much  

enthusiasm for local and family 

history as Heather Arnold. 

Heather, our guest speaker     

preceding the AGM , is also the     

Casey Cardinia Local History        

Librarian.  Heather was able to 

show us a few of the resources on 

offer at the Casey Cardinia       

Library Corporation. The          

resources available include  

magazines, books, free access to 

the internet, assorted CD ROMs 

as well as access to the Local  

History Archive. The Local History 

Archive contains files on families, 

community buildings, historic 

homes and photos. Not all the branches of CCLC have the same access or      

resources so you would need to check with your branch to see what is available. 

Heather was able to leave us with handouts from the CCLC and a listing of    

favourite sites on the internet.  For those of you who were not able to attend the 

AGM , these handouts are available at the Narre Warren Library. 

Before breaking for afternoon tea we thanked Eileen Durdin for her dedication 

and long service with the Narre Warren & District Family History Group by 

awarding her an Honorary Life Membership.  Eileen has been a  member of the 

Group since November 2002. After a couple of months Eileen became a volun-

teer in the Research Room  and within the first year joined the committee as the 

Minute Secretary.  The Casey Cardinia Combined Index is a database developed 

by Eileen that now holds 92 books fully indexed with just under 80000 entries. 

This database is a crucial component of our local family history work.  

In addition to all this work Eileen still volunteers in the Research Room and now 

co-ordinates our Away Days. Eileen will put her hand up for sausage sizzles, 

heritage days, Expos, cemetery tours the list goes on and on. Eileen has always 

shown such dedication to the Group.  Lorraine Taylor presented Eileen with her 

Honorary Life Membership badge, Jenny Hayes presented flowers, Fay     

McCoubrie presented a copy of the citation and Rex McFarlane presented Eileen 

with her certificate.  Well deserved, congratulations Eileen. 
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Above Christ Church 

 

Location: 

Narre Warren Branch Library, Overland Drive, Fountain Gate Vic 3805. 

Meetings:    

Narre Warren Library Meeting Room. Entry Cost $3 

October - April: 7.30pm 2nd Wednesday of the month (except January).   

May - September: 2pm  2nd Saturday of the month.  

Membership:   

Single $30 + $5 joining fee, Joint $45 + $5 joining fee. Payable 1st July each year. Casual visitors 
$5 per day.  We have a large collection of books, maps, microfiche, CDs and journals from all over 
the world available to our members and visitors.  

Opening Hours for Research:   

Tuesday 11am to 3pm,  Saturday 11am to 3pm, (Room closes at 2pm on Saturdays of our General 
Meeting) 

Thursday 7pm to 9pm (From October to April), Sunday 2pm to 4pm (From May to September). 

Research Queries:  

We offer a research service for those unable to visit our Research Room personally, but please note 
that we can only research our own holdings and those of the local municipal libraries. The cost for 
this service is $15 per hour plus photocopying expenses. All research queries can be sent to the 
Research Officer at the above address or email:   

 research.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

 

Family History Research Room 

President   Lynne Bradley   president@nwfhg.org.au 

Vice President   Rex McFarlane  vice.president@nwfhg.org.au 

Treasurer   Jenny Hayes   treasurer@nwfhg.org.au 

Minute Secretary   Eileen Durdin   minutes.secretary@nwfhg.org.au 

Correspondence Secretary  Fay McCoubrie  correspondence@nwfhg.org.au 

IT Officer   Paul Stevenson  it.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Librarian   Jane Rivett-Carnac  librarian@nwfhg.org.au 

Membership Officer   Kerryn Maxwell   membership.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Newsletter Editor   Lyne McGregor  newsletter.editor@nwfhg.org.au 

Publicity Officer   Anne Blair    publicity.officer@nwfhg.org.au 

Research Room Manager   Wendy Goodwin  research.room.mgr@nwfhg.org.au 

 

 Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc 

P.O. Box 149, Narre Warren Vic 3805 

http://www.nwfhg.org.au/ Email: president@nwfhg.org.au Phone: (03 8787 5558) 

Committee Members 

The Narre Warren & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the assistance of 
the Casey – Cardinia Library Corporation and City of Casey in allowing us the use of facilities 
at the Narre Warren  Library. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Writing up a report for any Annual General Meeting is always a daunting task; such reflection can bring 

mixed blessings.  Thoughts of things you could have done better or perhaps should not have done at all 
are interspersed with the happy memories of those things you got right or went your way.  I am happy to 

say that I have very few regrets when I look back over the Group’s last twelve months, it’s been a big year 

for us, we’ve faced a few challenges along the way, learned a lot and achieved much.  I don’t think anyone 

could ask any more of us than that! 

 

A good year is one where the highs overshadow the lows, and I think this year has been a good one.  We 
were very excited to have Casey Cardinia Remembers added to the nation’s digital treasures at 

PANDORA.  Acknowledgment like this for our “little” project is priceless, that kind of recognition and 

encouragement cannot be bought, it must be earned.  It was a tremendous pat on the back for all 

involved in Casey Cardinia Remembers, we thought we had something special and hoped we were doing 

it right, but we weren’t entirely sure but, it turns out that we do and we are. 

 

It was very exciting to accept the Max Thomson Collection of Historic Photographs on the Group’s behalf.  
For over 50 years Max has built and maintained this collection of photos of Narre Warren, Narre Warren 

North and Harkaway. Naturally, relinquishing the collection involved considerable thought about its 

future, I was very proud that the family history group was considered worthy of such an honour.  

 

What a marvellous job Jenny Hayes and Wendy Eldridge did with the Expo last September.  Not only was 

it was a very exciting day that resulted in a very tidy sum of money, it was an extremely successful public 
relations exercise for the Group as well.  Hot on their heels was Wendy Brock with another fabulous 

Seniors Week in October and in April Jenny, Wendy B and Shirley led the way at Bunnings with another 

fabulous sausage sizzle.  Again this year, we’ve participated in various state and national events like 
National Family History Week with an Open Day in August, History Week with a great tour of 

Cranbourne Cemetery in October and Heritage Week with the City of Casey and National Trust in April.  

None of these events just blossom without hard work from those at the helm and support from members 

on the day, but we’re lucky to have been privileged with both, so blossom they did. 

 

Members have enjoyed a variety of Away Days with Jenny and Eileen.  They’ve visited the State Library, 

Public Record Office Victoria, Salvation Army Archives, Bendigo Family History Expo, Boroondara 
Cemetery and the Leongatha Family History Seminar.  I’ve been on a couple of Away Days myself and I 

know how much fun they can be.  But, they also play an important part in ensuring the long term 

viability of the family history group – you just can’t get that sort of interaction and camaraderie on the 
Internet, it’s a special thing that happens when you get a good mix of people together and many Away 

Days are just full of this.  So Congratulations and Thank You to Jenny and Eileen for making these days 

possible for us.  

 

It was very gratifying to see so many invitations going out to this year’s Volunteers’ Morning Tea, almost 

half our members received an invitation by volunteering in the Research Room, or at the Expo, stock 

take, cemetery tour, doing cemetery tour research, manning display tables, indexing Casey Cardinia 
books, surveying monuments and memorials, the committee and VIPs.  This is something we should all 

be very proud of; it says a lot about us, all of it good! 

 

One of our constant challenges is to not expect too much from ourselves or others.  It’s easy to forget that 

whenever something is done for, or the family history group is advanced in some way, one or many have 

given their time, possibly at some financial cost to themselves to get it done.  Yes, the committee and 
VIPs take on roles knowing there is work involved but where is the line in the sand?  Sometimes we have 

to look hard for it, we know it’s somewhere in between idealism and what we’d like to do and achieve and 

the reality or what we can do and achieve.  No one likes to compromise – but at the end of the day, there 
has to be enough time for committee members to do their own family history or they just won’t stay on 

the committee for long.  
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Publications for Sale  
Microfiche 

Berwick Cemetery Register and Headstones 1867-1999.               

$22 + Postage & Packaging 

Harkaway Cemetery Register and Headstones 1863-1999.   

$6 + Postage & Packaging 

Pakenham Cemetery Register and Headstones 1850-1999                 
$22 + Postage & Packaging 

Postage + Packaging add $2.50 for up to 3 sets of fiche.    

Books  

Kindred Spirits -20 years of the Narre Warren & District Family History 
Group 1989 – 2009. $25 + $8.25 (Postage + Packaging) 

Early Settlers of the Casey-Cardinia District $30 + $13.40 (Postage + 
Packaging) -Order forms available from the Research room or download 
from our web site.  
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The Early Settlers of the Casey Cardinia District (published 2010 by the Narre Warren & District  
Family History Group Inc.) is a 274 page book complete with index to people, properties and ships; plus a 
bibliography. There are over 300 entries containing birth, death and marriage information for individuals 
and families, many of which were submitted by descendants of those people and include photographs not 
published elsewhere. In many cases detailed biographies have been written by descendants or compiled 
by the family history group, giving an insight into the early days of many Casey Cardinia families and 
individuals. 

I would like to thank the 2012-13 committee, including both Wendies G and E, on behalf of the Group 
for their dedication and hard work this year.  There’s no doubt the committee have been put to the test 
as we’ve lifted the lid on the too hard basket and begun poking around inside.  The new Associations 
Incorporation Act 2012 brought us a new set of model rules and reporting procedures.  We’ve met that 
challenge head on and devised our own Constitution.  This one job alone has involved at least 100 man 
hours in attending workshops, evaluating the new model rules, compiling a draft constitution, reviewing 
the draft and making it ready to be presented to members.  These hours were put in above and beyond 
the committee’s ‘normal’ jobs.   

 

We must acknowledge the invaluable support given to us by the Casey Cardinia Library Corporation, 
especially with getting the Internet installed in the Research Room.  I hope members will take the 
opportunity to use it and learn from each other.  

 

Our thoughts are starting to turn to our 25th Anniversary next May.  We’ve come a long way since that 
first meeting of a handful of people with an interest in family history.  We watched as the Internet and 
big business turned the family history world upside down and we listened while we were told that the 
Internet would mean the demise of groups like ours.  I think we’re in a strong position to face the next 
set of challenges.  We know there’s more to a successful group than just a room with resources; we 
know it’s a mix of resources and people - people who are willing to help, willing to share and willing to 
give things a go.  I think we have that mix, I think we’ve always had it and it has served us well.  It’s 
evidenced by the wonderful resources that we’ve accumulated, mostly through sheer hard work, the 
laughter of a car full of members on their way to PROV and our reputation in the wider family and local 
history world.  We have much to be thankful for, but we’ve worked hard to get it and will continue to 
work hard to keep it with your help. 

 

Lynne Bradley 

President 
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Hello fellow Genies, 

Thank you to all the volunteers and members who have supported the research room and my role as   
Librarian in this past year.  I was pleased to accept the nomination to be librarian again and I’m looking 
forward to a new year of purchasing and donations to our wonderful collection. Continuing on from the 
last issue of Spreading Branches, we have two new books, purchased from the Port Macquarie and     
District Family History Society. One of the books is so good I want to find I have relatives in the area to 
give me reason to read the book from cover to cover. The book in question is The Winding Sheet. This 
book has been classified reference only,  however if you find a lost member of your tree in this great, well           
researched book, we have a photo copier available at a small fee. 

Happy Reading 

Jane Rivett-Carnac 

New to the Research Room 

Books 

Caboolture State High School 1961-2011                 Donated R Wallace 

Elimbah State School 1915-1990    

Nerang Shire A History to 1949       Donated C Baban 

A History of Croydon 

Cattlemen and Huts of the High Plains      Donated H Arnold 

The Brothers Taylor 

St Paul’s Church of England Euroa 100 Years 1985    Donated G Leighton 

The Wind still blows Early Gippsland Diaries 

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie Parish register    Purchased for the Group 

The Winding Sheet:  Port Macquarie Burying Grounds 

Casey Cardinia Books 

Endeavour Hills Secondary College 1969-2012        Donated H Arnold 

Microfiche 

Transported beyond the Sea Vol 1      Donated Mornington Family History Group 

1851 Census Name Index Vol 1 Hendon Middlesex 

Hertfordshire Ayot & Lemsford Monumental Inscriptions Vol 1 & 2 

CDs          THANK YOU TO DONORS 

Our Branch of the Mannix Family Tree   Donated L Zovko        

Research Room News 

Spreading Branches Deadline 

The deadline for the November 2013 

edition of Spreading Branches is 

October 15. 
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An Unusual Type of Reunion—Part three 

In Parts one and two, I spoke about the 160th  

reunion of descendants of those who arrived in 

Point Henry, Geelong aboard the Dutch       

barque-Zes Gezusters-Six Sisters in January 

1853. 

Prior to the reunion, in fact many months prior, 

those interested were invited to send details of 

their family who travelled on this ship. Specific 

sheets with columns, to be completed with details 

were emailed to us all, and these were then 

emailed back to Liz Seaton, the researcher and 

descendant of one of the 69 families represented 

at the reunion. 

Liz and her helpers, and Rob Newland, organiser 

of the event spent many many hours putting   

together a DVD of information. This arrived not 

long ago, and was evident of the impeccable     

research which had been completed by all       

involved. 

Rob completed a very thorough research booklet 

of 50 pages in which he mentioned the research 

he had completed. Other items were the           

passenger lists, a poem titled ‘The Voyage Out’, 

excerpts from two issues of the London times in 

1852 and newspaper items of interest. 

Dossiers of each family were included in the 

DVD, as well as photographs from the reunion, 

there were details of marriages of some of the emigrants who married another emigrant from the voyage. 

At the    reunion the dossiers were available to peruse but time was very limited for a full look. 

Comments from the organisers, is that the research will continue and we are invited to send additional 

info for updates that will be emailed to all involved. The DVD was a great way to organise and distribute 

all of this information, far far cheaper than printing hard copies. 

In the next few weeks I will be searching the dossiers for any connections to my families of interest, and 

also finding those who may have settled in the Casey-Cardinia region. 

Di Christensen 

The  2012-2013 AGM. 

Unfortunately I was unable to attend this year’s AGM but have read all the reports. I wish to              

congratulate Lynne Bradley and our committee for the time and effort they devoted to ensure this 

Group ran well and achieved so much. So many other Family History Groups seem to be struggling,    

especially in terms of membership, but the NWDFHG is thriving. I cannot see any part of this              

organisation which is not achieving goals. However the committee can only do what it can - it needs the 

efforts of the whole membership to assist. I am proud to say I have been a member since 1990, and can 

truthfully say that this is one of the most successful groups in Victoria.  

Congratulations to Eileen Durdin for her Life Membership -Eileen is a very quiet worker but has 

achieved so much. Also to Fay McCoubrie, well done, Member of the Year. 

Di Christensen  

Above: Mary Abigail Goldsmith (1847-1930) and Thomas Henry 

Barnett (1845-1919) 



 

Spreading Branches Issue 97 August 2013 Page 7 

 
Member Of the Year Award 

                                                                        

There was strong competition for the Member of the Year 

Award. We had a large number of nominations for the 

award - 7 in total. 

This year our winner is                   Fay McCoubrie. 

A committee member  mentioned “there is nothing she  

hasn’t done or doesn’t do for the group”. 

Another committee member said ”Fay is always willing to 

help at any and all events, fabulous  Correspondence    

Secretary for  several years now and deserving of the 

award”. 

To which another member said ”Fay is always giving the 

Group her utmost effort. She brings a lot of experience to 

the committee which is invaluable. A great M&M  worker” 

Congratulations Fay on your award. 

 

 

Above: Eileen and Russ Durdin  

Above: Fay McCoubrie with her award,  flowers and Lynne Bradley 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE VICTORIA (PROV) 

99 Shiel Street, North Melbourne 

Date: Monday, 9 September 2013 

Time: 9.00 am - meet outside Narre Warren Library and we will travel by car to PROV 

Event: Research PROV Collections for more information on your ancestors. 

Costs: No cost for entry to PROV - Donation to be made to drivers to cover petrol costs and 

road tolls 

Duration: Allow approx 45 minutes travel time to and from PROV.  We will leave the PROV approx 

2.30 

Bookings: Place your name on the Booking Sheet on notice board in the Research Room 

or email minutes.secretary@nwfhg.org.au 

More Information:  It is recommended that you search and order records through PROV’s online 

catalogue prior to going.  For instruction on how to order the records use PROVguide 20 

Searching for Records Online (http://prov.vic.gov.au/provguide-20). 

More Visits to PROV:  PROV is open on second and last Saturdays of every month so we will arrange 

an Away Day on a Saturday in the new year.  Sorry unable to find a free Saturday this 

year. 

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE 

St Kilda Road, Melbourne 

 

Date: Saturday, 23 November 2013 

Time: 9.30 am - meet at carpark of the Percy 

Trewin Annexe, 1-9 Regency Drive, 

Narre Warren (Melways 110 F6) 

11.00 am Tour Commences 

Event: Guided tour of Shire of Remembrance 

Costs: Tour of Shrine is free but donations are 

always welcome 

Bus Fee will be approx $10.00 

Duration: Tour is for 1 hour 

Bookings: Place your name on the Booking Sheet 

on notice board in the Research Room 

$10 deposit (non refundable) will have 

to be paid when you make a booking. 

LANG LANG CEMETERY TOUR 

375 McDonalds Track, Lang Lang 

 

Date: Sunday, 27 October 2013 

Time: 11.00 am 

Event: The Group is holding a tour of Lang 

Lang Cemetery.  Hear a few of the 

stories behind the headstones as we 

explore Lang Lang’s early history and 

the accomplishments and tragedies of 

some of the district’s early settlers. 

Costs: $5.00 per person 

Duration: Approx 90 minutes for tour.  You 

make your own way to the cemetery. 

Bookings: Bookings Essential 

Contact Lynne Bradley by email 

president@nwfhg.org.au or 

phone 8787 5558 
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Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc. 

Notice of Special General Meeting Saturday 14 September 2013 at 
2pm Meeting Room, Narre Warren Library, Overland Drive, Fountain 
Gate. 

 

In addition to the normal business agenda for a monthly general meeting the following resolution 

will be proposed as a special resolution: 

That the draft revised Constitution currently exhibited to members be adopted as the new Constitution of 

the Narre Warren & District Family History Group Inc. (2013). 

Note: Special resolutions must be passed by at least 75% of members present and entitled to vote in per-
son or by proxy. Proxy forms can be obtained from the Secretary (minutes.secretary@nwfhg.org.au) or 

downloaded from our website. Proxy forms sent by mail must be received no later than 24 hours before 

the meeting. A copy of the draft revised Constitution can also be downloaded from our website or perused 
in our Research Room. Written notification has been sent to all current financial members, please con-

tact the President or Secretary for further information or clarification. 

E. Durdin 
Secretary. 

AWAY DAYS REPORT 

Five of us travelled to Leongatha for their Family History Seminar held on 18 May.  We were 

impressed with all the speakers and enjoyed the day. 

Our trip to the Booroondara Cemetery on 2 June even though it was cold it was very enjoyable.  Our 

tour guide David from the “Friends of Booroondara (Kew) Cemetery” gave us an interesting account of 

some of those buried at the cemetery.  After the tour we had play on their computer system, set up 

next to the entrance of the cemetery, so we were able to find where our ancestors were buried. 

A few of us braved the cold and went to the Immigration Museum on 20 July .  It was interesting to 

learn of the stories of those who have immigrated to Australia and why they came here.  We all enjoyed 

the afternoon. 

mailto:minutes.secretary@nwfhg.org.au
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DISCLAIMER: Contributions to this newsletter are accepted in good faith and the Committee does not 
accept responsibility for accuracy of information of submitted articles nor opinions expressed. 
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September 2013  

Tuesday   Saturday   Sunday   

        1 Jeanette Angee 
Eileen Durdin 

3 Fay McCoubrie 
Bev Lambie 

7 Judy Mehegan 
Di Brodbeck 

8 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
Wendy Goodwin 

10 Mary McGrath 
Gwen Leighton 

14 Val Holland 
Robyn Jones 

15 Kerryn Maxwell 
Wendy Eldridge 

17 Rona Gibson 
Maureen Abbott 

21 Shirley Peterson 
Lorraine Taylor 

22 Steven Smith 
Claire Stevenson 

24 Anne Blair 
Joyce Masters 

28 Lynne Bradley 
Wendy Goodwin 

29 Lyne  McGregor 
Wendy Goodwin 

October 2013  

Tuesday   Thursday   Saturday   

1 Gwen Leighton 
Maureen Abbott 

3 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
Kerryn Maxwell 

5 Wendy Goodwin 
Robyn Jones 

8 Bev Lambie 
Lynne Bradley 

10 Eileen Durdin 
Nowella Ahlgren 

12 Judy Mehegan 
Di Brodbeck 

15 Mary McGrath 
Rona Gibson 

17 Wendy Eldridge 
Claire Stevenson 

19 Val Holland 
Lorraine Taylor 

22 Maureen Stagg 
Joyce Masters 

24 Lynne Bradley 
Jane Rivett-Carnac 

26 Maureen Abbott 
Shirley Peterson 

29 Fay McCoubrie 
Val Bennett 

  

31 Kerryn Maxwell 
Eileen Durdin 

    

November 2013  

Tuesday   Thursday   Saturday   

        2 Lynne Bradley 
Val Holland 

5 Mary McGrath 
Maureen Abbott 

7 Lynne Bradley 
Claire Stevenson 

9 Wendy Goodwin 
Robyn Jones 

12 Lynne Bradley 
Fay McCoubrie 

14 Eileen Durdin 
Kerryn Maxwell 

16 Judy Mehegan 
Di Brodbeck 

19 Anne Blair 
Rona Gibson 

21 Jane Rivett-Carnac 
Wendy Eldridge 

23 Maureen Abbott 
Lorraine Taylor 

26 Bev Lambie 
Gwen Leighton 

28 Nowella Ahlgren 
Claire Stevenson 

30 Shirley Peterson 
Steven Smith 

Research Room Roster 

If for any reason you are unable to do your rostered duty, it is your responsibility to make          

arrangements for a replacement volunteer for your particular day.  


